
 

 

 

International Interdisciplinary Conference 

The Challenge of God: 
Continental Philosophy and the Catholic Intellectual Heritage 

 

14-16 April 2016 

Loyola University Chicago 

 

Keynote Speakers 

John Caputo 

Richard Kearney 

Julia Kristeva 

Jean-Luc Marion 

Jean-Luc Nancy 

Adriaan Peperzak 

 

Call for Papers: 

 

In the past decade or more we have seen a number of significant continental thinkers engage with 

religious themes in ways both productive and insightful.  Yet, and in a more focused manner, what can 

continental philosophy teach us about the Catholic intellectual heritage? How can Catholic teachings – 

especially those associated with the Ignatian tradition – contribute to the further development of 

continental thought?  This international and interdisciplinary conference aims to address these questions 

from a variety of angles, hoping to produce a deeper and sustained engagement with both continental 

philosophical discourses and the Catholic intellectual heritage.   

 

In this respect, we invite proposals from people working in either philosophy or theology to consider 

how they might contribute to this unique gathering of scholars.  Proposals should be 300-500 words, 

include name, contact information, and affiliation, and be emailed to cpcih@luc.edu by November 1, 

2015. 

 

Possible topics include, but are not limited to: 

 

 Phenomenological accounts of the self from a Catholic perspective 

 Sacramental understandings of embodied being, the body 

 The Catholic (literary) imagination in dialogue with continental interpretations of literature  

 Catholic identity as an encounter with alterity 

 The ‘romance’ of Catholic Orthodoxy from a continental and political perspective 

 Implications for the Catholic intellectual heritage from recent returns to Saint Paul  

 Mysticism and ecstatic states in the Catholic tradition  

 Confession and the disciplining/mortification of bodies in relation to historical Catholic practices  

 The role of memory and history in the development of Catholic doctrine and tradition  

 

For questions, please contact Jacob Torbeck and Xin Chen at cpcih@luc.edu.  Stay up to date on 

conference happenings on via tumblr (catholicheritage.tumblr.com), twitter (@LoyolaCPCIH), or 

facebook (facebook.com/cpcih), and at our website at http://www.luc.edu/ccih/ 

 

The conference is sponsored by The Joan and Bill Hank Center for the Catholic Intellectual Heritage. 

The steering committee includes: 

 

Hugh Miller, Philosophy Department, Loyola University Chicago 

Colby Dickinson, Theology Department, Loyola University Chicago 

Stefano Giacchetti, Philosophy Department, Loyola University Chicago, JF Rome Center 

Mark Bosco, SJ, Theology and English Departments, Loyola University Chicago 
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