
EVIL TODAY 
 
Professor Adam Kotsko, Shimer College 
 
A masterclass for postgraduate students, organised 
jointly by Theological and Religious Studies, Sociology 
and the Auckland Critical Theory Circle. 
 
This masterclass provides an opportunity for graduate students from any disciplinary 
background to engage with the work of world-leading scholar Adam Kotsko. The 
masterclass will focus in particular on the thought of Giorgio Agamben, the idea of 
political theology and the contemporary social and economic significance of the 
theological idea of the problem of evil. Professor Kotsko is the key translator of 
Agamben’s homo sacer project, which has had a significant impact in political theory 
through his novel theorisation of soverereignty, biopower and use, along with providing 
a fundamental critique of the categories of Western metaphysics. Along with situating 
these important developments, Professor Kotsko will also explain the importance of 
Agamben’s work and of political theology more generally for understanding our 
present economic, social and political predicaments. 
 
Professor Kotsko is the translator of many of the works of Giorgio Agamben, including 
The Use of Bodies (2016), Pilate and Jesus (2015), Opus Dei: An Archaeology of Duty 
(2013) The Highest Poverty (2013) and The Sacrament of Language: An Arcaeology 
of the Oath (2010). He is the author of numerous works, including The Politics of 
Redemption: The Social Logic of Salvation (2010) and Žižek and Theology (2008), 
alongside his books Creepiness (2015), Why we Love Sociopaths: A Guide to Late 
Capitalist Television (2012) and Awkwardness (2010). His book The Prince of this 
World will be published later this year. 
 
Time and place 
10.00am-12.00 midday, Tuesday 9 August 2016 
Arts 1, Room 621 
 
Reading 
Participants in the masterclass are asked to read the following: 
 
Kotsko, Adam. ‘The problem of evil and the problem of legitimacy: On the roots and 

future of political theology’ Crisis and Critique 2, no. 1 (2015) 185-199. 
Kotsko, Adam. ‘Agamben and the problem of evil’ Paper presented at the Continental 

Philosophy and Catholic International Heritage Interdisciplinary International 
Conference. Loyola University, Chicago, April 2016.  

 
Contact 
For any questions contact the organisers of the workshop Dr Robert Myles, School of 
Humanities (r.myles@auckland.ac.nz) or Associate Professor Campbell Jones, 
School of Social Sciences (campbell.jones@auckland.ac.nz). 
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